
CHAPTER 2 

Certain uses of protected content by online services 

Article 17 Use of protected content by online content-sharing service providers 

1. Member States shall provide that an online content-sharing service provider performs an act of 

communication to the public or an act of making available to the public for the purposes of this 

Directive when it gives the public access to copyright-protected works or other protected subject 

matter uploaded by its users. 

An online content-sharing service provider shall therefore obtain an authorisation from the 

rightholders referred to in Article 3(1) and (2) of Directive 2001/29/EC, for instance by concluding a 

licensing agreement, in order to communicate to the 


